
ftcndman'B fowls had been drlvon to
thakc room for them, and next mornlng
Carter collocted somo wlng feathors
aii'l somo blts of wood, and mado a
iri.idiniil to amtiflo tho ehildren who
Cwarmed about tho compound. Present-
ly there arrlved tho headman, who b«w
tho toy splnnlng In tho broezo, and
annexed ft Ho and Wblto-Man's-
Troublc harangued one another wlth
Oauch nolsn and gosturo, and then there
wns a bustlo in tho vlllage. and tho
cook ing fircs burned strongly, Tlie
ncadman's gloom had droppod from him
liko n dlscarded cloth; ho woro In Ita
placo an alr of olly obseqtilotisnuas that
Showed ho could ho qulto tho courUer
Upon occaslon.
Thoy broakfastod thnt mornlng on

no more Knnki. "Dom," said Whl'.e-
Mun's-Troublo. polnting to tho threo
great howls, "dem hen-chops, dem n.u.i-
lieyihop. an' dem dug-chop."
"Quack-quack dug?"
"No. bow-wow dug."
"Ughl" said Cartor. "I'll leave those

rlch dalntles to vou nnd lils Nibs thore.
Let mo havo a go at tho stowod fowl.
Great Ohristophor! No wonder rubber's
ao hard to colloct in thls country when
thev use up so much to mako legs for
th.ii chlckcns. Well thank honvon
for siiuiiil teoth nnd a tougli Insldo!"

"I tell dom headman," said thc Kroo¬
boy when thoy had starled tholr day's
march. "thnt dom wtndtnill will ho flno
Ju-Ju. T sav to him, 'Vou savvy dom
flght at Smooth Rlvor factory?' An' ho
savv'v plenty. All the bush snvvy of
Jom flght. So 1 toll him mo an' you.
tve k'eep dom Okky-men away by onr-
selvi's, an' shool most of thom. nn' hlll
more by dom talklng-god. So dom
headman savvy wo plont'y-blg Ju-Ju
mon. an' wo not fit eai kanki for brca.t-
faat."
"My doar Troublo, your powors of

dlplomacy aro only oqtinlled hy your
personal appearancc. Koop lt uvi. lf
your oloouencn can carry us through
the country on tho free hotel llst lt
Will PaVO n lot-of troublo both for us

nml for ovorybody else we como noar.
I liko to think of myself as nn ad-
veiiturons knlirht explorlng .ho black
heart of Afrlca, but r Buppdse ln the
States thev'd rail us n nnlr of hq-
boes. o.n.l boI th.atch-dogs at li.s.¦
Go-' I.ook al thnt!"

Th.- rlfle dropped t.> Cartcr'a nhoulder
and crncked A herd of small deer
were crosslng the tmrrnw rond Mii»n,i
Of them. nnd on- of thom trlpped and
fell. ni there wr pnymenl for thelr
nexl nlght'a lodtrlhc
Thirteen dnvs' march .vtl ben ITos-

Boin hnd called It to the hlll where
an unnamed rlver Bcoured-tha foot of
a roM-stroaked blnff. and Cartor. who
was '(inn nnd strong and wiry. flat-
terod hlmself on belng able to walk: ns

tvell ns the Mosiem Ir. Hnuaaland. But
tho fact r, nnined that moro thnn threo
tlmos thirteen days ra«scd beforo lli.-v
reorhed the plnco. nnd the porlla of ie

wav nrovod m.inv nnd o-lnrinir. In sn

Of the vlllages tho hendm«n proved nos-

pltablo: In othors thev would Havo
nelthrr trnck nor deallnga with nny
Callors whatever.
Tho countrv was full of wav nnd iin-

test. nnd th»re wns no rtn.lbt thnt It
Vas desperatelv poor. The <-n-.:'

grounda wero unnlanted. the mlilot was

nnsown. the bnnana garflens wero wan-
tonlv slashed nnd rulned. Tbo nmall
bush farmer Is a crenturo of neryes.
f.nd ho standa adversifv badly Put him
flnder n strontr over.-lord. and he will

fervo glndlv nnd ofhVientiv Eoave him
0 himself. and when things go awry
wlth him for too mnny weoks together
he Is apt to suddenlv give up tho
etruKgJe. and slt down wlth chln on hls
Jtnees, and quletly stnrve to death. One
Cannot reckon far uoon tho moods of
6 man who ls rldtculously unonthusl-
aatio over hls own llfe or hls nolgh-
bors*., ,

.
'

But at one placo they marched In
Upon red war.
Tbo vlllafee Inv amongsl Its farm

lands In a break of the forest. and
the irnps between the houses hnd heon
fllled wlth thorns. Rhots enme from
Jt at Intervals. nnd were nnswered by
the shots of Invlslble marksmen who
lay wlthin the edge of the forost. Tbe
gun glared hlgh overhoad ln a flee.k-
less skv. The alr was salt wlth the
Bmoke bf tho crude trade powder.
Whlte-Man's-Trouble eounaelod ro-

treat.
"Yes. thnt's all right." said Carter

Ifrltably. "No one wants to rnm hls
head Into a scrap less thnn 1 do. R\it
tvhoro the deucc can we ro to? There's
been no slnglo hrano.b tn thls rond
tre've come along, and the husb on

fcach side Is about the thlckest It. At-
flca. Nothlng short of a reglmanf Of
men with matcheta would mako a poth
tlirough lt anvwhero. Golntr back to
that last vlllage means gottlng skew-
Gred. All the way along I'vo been won-

flerlng how on oarth wn got out of It
Wlthout hnving at least ton apoars
ranVmed Into each of us."

"O Carter. I no fit t& go got mlxed
fn dem flgtit palaver.*,'

"You're so beastly unorlginal. Whv
go on reneating the samo thlng? I'd
liko further to polnt out thnt we'vo

SOt had a blte to oat for twenty-four
ours. and I personally can't gn on

Uving on my own fat without incon-
Venlenr.o. as you seem to do."
"No aawy."
"Woll, to translate. 1 say I plenty-

tauch flt for chop."
Whito Man's - Troublo rubbnd tbo

tralatbnnd of hls trousers tonderly.
*"Mo. too,'" he odmltted.

."Thon, aa thero Is only starvatlon
IWd other unploasant thlnirn heblnd. I'm
goinir nhoad to nroKoect. Goe! There's
finmebody on thls side with a rlflo. And,
mr Chrlstopher. JJiere'a another rlfle ln
the vllla^ro shootinir back!"
Tho fllntlock trado guns roared out

at Intervals. and overy now and aaraln
thero came tho aharp burk of smoke-
tass powder. nnd Ita clean whnn-whon
OJ" a bullet from a modeni rifln. Ry
oaroful watchlng Cartor declded lhat
<.hc.ro waa only one rlflo on each side.
4Hd he furthor made out that one was
fcombardlng the nthor to tho oxclualon
tt all lesser Interests.
Now when a mnn has hunger gtiaw-

tng at tho Inalde of his rlbs. and knows,
Inoreover. that nny movemont In re-
treat will bo fatal, It does not take

iir.h to spur him nn to an ndvnnce.
Cartor went oautiously ahead, koep-
g well under tho fringo of ihe oovor.

4n.l Whlto-^Vn'a-Troublo. who wna
OOPloualy afraid. and who mutlcred cvil
things under hla breatii In Kroo. htlng
tm to the ramalns of tho Gladstoue bag
Ahd erouched along at hls heola.

Carter took a step at a tlmo. and
EcauUoua always uot to rustle a

or troad on a doad branch. So ha
«/. hl* way ahead. aud when the

Krooboy. wlth loaa dextority, blundorod
and mado the ahadow of a nolae. ho
turned upon him wlth aucb a look of
feroclty that lt awed even ao crOBS-
gralncd a porson as Whlto-Man's-Trou-
blo. A doson times Carter nearly walk-
od on to the heols of one or othor
of the attack Ing force, and oa often
drew off uhrtottced; and at last he made
hls way to tho place whero ho had lo-
cated tho rlflo flro, and wns closlng
ln on lt from bohlnd, when of a sud-
den he was confrOntcd wlth a rlfle inuz-
slo whloh suddcnly spurted up from tho
middlu of a clump of buah.

It swung up tlll lt covcrod tho left
sldo of hls chost, and hung stoadlly
thoro for an upprcclable number of
soconds, and then a very woll-known
volce said, "Well, Mr. Carter, I con-
gratulato you on keeping your nerve
In splte of tho cllmate."
"Geo!" said Carter under hls breatb,

"That'a old Swlzxln-SUck Smlth."'
"1 beg your pardon?"
"I said I'm sure thaf b Mr. Smlth."
A bald head, garnlshed with an oyo-

gloss, shaggy gray hair and a shaggy
board, camo forth. "May I ask what ,
you aro doing hore? Thrown up your
commission by nny chanco?"
"Exactly that."
"On your own?".
"Well, slr, starvatlon's my mastor at

presont."
"Oh, 1 bo.g pardon. Go Into tho mess

and order what you'll hnvo. Or look
horo, I'vo shot my man, so I'm freo
for the inoment, and I'll como wlth you.
Whlskey we'ro out of, but I can reeom-
mond gln and soda. Wo looted n spnrk-
lot maohlne, by tho way, from tho
Krenclima..."
Thoy worked cautlously hack from

tho tirinir llno, and camo upon a n.-.-an
lean-to of boughs and thatch whlch
Mr. Smith referred to ns "my htcd-
quartors." Aa thc meas-ecrgcant h.p-
pened to bo nway, Mr. .Smlth kindly
produced from under tho oaves a damp
slah of transluccnt cassava brcad,
which was dbvlously ail tho place con-
talnod in tho way of food, and ex-
tracting a square-faccd bottle from a
green box of trade gln, poured out
half a caJabash full, addod muddy \v.\-
tor from a chaltlc. and offered lt to
his guest.
"Come to think of lt, lliat's more

lionllliy for you than soda. Mr. Carter.
So you're not up hero on O'NoJll and
Craven'.-. service. you tell mo?"

"No; hnnded in iii> papers, sir. I'm
passlng through here on urgent private
aiTairs."
Mr. Smlth pul n har.11 insldo ih hls

nhabby pyjama coat and produced a
plece of new black -water^d silk rih-
bon. on tho end of which wns an eyo-
glass. He scrcwod Liils ln placo, and
stared nt hls guest

"Ali, thon ln that case. Mr. Cartor, 1
shall havo to hear moro of your pro-
Jecls beforo I can give you permlssion
to pass through my torrilory."
Cartor stiffened. "Your terrltory"

Oh, I reme'mber. You've boon buylng
up rubber lands, of courso, for thc
flrm."
"As n point of fact, I have not been

Worrylng about tho flrm very latoly.
When I said 'my torrltoy." I mcant ex¬
actly that. nelther more nor loss. La-
ter I may turn It over to Tiritlsh pro-
tection. But recently lt was no man'a
land. and aa that infornnl blackguard.
tho Kincr of Okky. was after it, I seized
lt for myself."

"Iloar. hear," said Cartor. "As the
King of Okky was onco indeoently keen
on addlng ray head to hls private col-
loctlon. I can nnvor be rcally fond
of that man. aomoliow."
"Confound your head, slr! That had

nothlng to do wlth it. I didn't quarrel
with tho man for folowlng out hla or-

dlnary Afrlcan methods. I'm going for
him for lottlng ln the French."
Cartor waa elearly puzzled. "Whnt

on oarth havo the French to do wlth
lt?"
"Exactly what thoy had to do wltli

all tbe Britlsh West Afrlcan colonles.
We hold a seaboard. and when the men
on the spot try to consolldate an in-
fluenco In the hinterlaJd. our Forelgn
Oflleo promptly truckles to tho Antl-
Brltlsh iiartr at home and tella them
to drop It. The Antl-Brltlsh party says.
'Oh no. wo mustn't make a aphere of
Influence there. Tho Germans want It.
or the French have set thelr mlnda on

lt, or why ahouldn't poor doar Por-
tugal havo a chance thero. But what-
ovar you do. don't glvo It to nasty.
greedy Great Brltain." And unlosa tho
fiand of the Forelgn Offlce Is absolutely
forced. they always do as the Antl-
Brltishers ask. You seo the Antl-Brlt¬
lsh party 1b nolsy and hysterleal. and
always shrleking that It can command
counUoss votes." Mr. Smith limpod
across tho hut and sat on a green case
and cmphaslaod hls further remarks
wlth a powder-stalned forefmgor.

"Well," ho said, "Ifs an old game
wlth mo. and after all the ofliclal kicka
I'vo had I ought to havo dropped lt
years ago. But somohow 1 couldn't re-
elst the temptation. The King of Okky
ls our man by geography and agreo-
ment. I have mado reprosontatlnns to
the F. O., tlll I am alc.k nf puttlng pen
to paper. lhat ho ought to be recognlzod
and pattod on thc back. They don't
oven tako the troublo to reply. much
less enrry out the sugsrestlona. Thero-
fore. tho French. who havo taken hold
of tho hlnterland. havo done the ob-
vious. They sent down a sort of fourth-
rato tin-pot sous-o:cer, and told h'm
that If ho ftred up things all right for
Franco they'd glvo him a commission
and a 500 francs gratulty: and ns he'd
ahnolutolv no competitors. ho naturally
dld the trlck."
"What a boastly shame!" Cartor

blurted out. and then felt aurnrlsed at
hlmself. It was nbout" the first tlme
ln hls llfo that tha Engllahman that
waa wlthin him had ever poeped out
upon tho surface.

"I know what tho man's expo.dltlon
coat.praotlcnlly nothlng. I saw the
presents ho gavo old Kallne.£50 would
havo eovored thom. And for that, and
a mouthfnl of ompty words, he gots
half a niilllon squaro mlles of terrl-
torv. nnd trade of a present value of
flfioono. and a potontlal value of
£750.000. a£ a low onttmate. Well. Mr.
Carter. I'm bravor than our F. O. I'm
golng to b'nek against tho Antl-Brltlsh
oarty. and I'm golng to aeo that we
keep In our own hands what rlghtlv
belongs tn us. I shall bo called a pl-
rato, but that doesn't disturb me. 1
IohI all the reputatlon I had to lose at
thla same game years ago. I was doing
my dutv hero thon In West Afrlca. A
smug littlo beaat of a newspapor man
grot up in the Houarf-of Commons and
demanded my dlamlsaal. Ho would
nevnr havo beon heard of lt he hadn't
been conststentlv Antl-Brltiah on every
occaslon when the country was ln dls-

agreomont wlth any one else. Rut lt
was hls dlrty llne, and It brought him
a cortaln dlsgraceful notorloty, whlch
was what ho waa aftor. Ho could com¬
mand votoa, or Bnld ho could, and the
government bolleved him. They dldn't
caro partlcularly for England; thelr
ono interest was keoplng thelr party
ln oflleo; and aa I waa a nulsanco, I had
to go. It wasn't a case of belng ac-
tuatly broko, you muat understand, Mr.
Cartor, but thoy mado things so awk-
ward that I had to send ln my papers
all tho samo. They trlod tho samo
gamo wlth llhodos, and Curzon, and
Mllnor, tho dlrty llttle cura. They hato
B, man who trlos lo uphold Great
Brltaln's dlgnlty or glvo her another
acro of terrltory.

"But horo now, thank the Eord, I
porsonnlly am unofFlcIal, and I'm doing
exactly what I know to bo beat with¬
out feur or favor of anybody."
"How far does your turrilory extend,

olr?"
"Aa far aa I can mako lt," said Mr.

Smith dryty.
"Aro you golng to let lt be dovclopod

by tho whito man?"
"Assurodly."
"Then," said Carter. "we shan't clash,

and I'm sure you will give mo my pass-
Dortfl. I don't know whethor tho placo
I am tnaklng for Is In your terrltory or
tho next king*:), but I'm golng thero
pnrely for purposes of development. I
tell you frankly, I haven't a blt of
a.nbltion at present boyond mnklng a
pilo. If ever I flnd myself u rich man
I .nny tako n hand In tho ihankless
game you are on at here. llut that's
ln tno futuro. ln Uia imea'nwhlte, lf
tho question Is not Indlacroot, might
ono ask If It was a Fren'chmnn you
woro -havlng that rlllo duol with Just
now?"
"Thc Fronchman'fl down wlth foycr.I was oxchanglng shota with it soldier

of fortuno, who la, X bcllovo, on old
acquulntance of yours. Kwalta his
name Is."

"Great Chrlstophor! what a Fmall
placo West Afrlca ls. Old Kallee aont
ICwakn down to borrow my head for .

hls colIecUon, nml aftor the way I bam-
bodzlcll that man I ahouldn't havo. been
surprised If ho'd been struck off tho
Okky army list. Dld you.cr.mako a
clean Job of him?"
"Wlngod onlv, I think. IIo kept vory

well to eover."
"You wero both bla/.lng away for

loru: enOugh."
"Well." chuckled Mr. Smith. "I'm

afraid ha bardly had :i falr chance at
mo. You see, I'd a boy with a trade
gun lylng under n Ibg a dozen yards
to my right, and I'd a strimr from my
foot to hla tritwr. Wheh I looaed off
tho Wlnchestcr 1 pulled the other gun
too. nro! Kwakn shot for tho smoko
every tlmo. an<l mado very good pruc-
tice of it. That log would bo worth
minlng for lead."
"When you take tho place what shall

you do wlth tbo French man '"

"Just tho same that he would do wlth
me," said the old man grlmly. "Now
BUppoSi we chango tl.e .;ubj<-et. Tho
bush telegraphs havo been peraUtently
talking about a whlte woman who's
t.n upsstttng the face of Afrlca. ospe-
clallv about our factories. Hcard any¬
thlng of her?"
Carter laughed shortly. "Of courre

I'vo h.ard. In fact. aho's why I'm hero.
She's Misa Kate O'Neill."
Tho old man dropped hls oycgless to

the end of Us rlbbon, fumblod for it
tlll he caught it agaln, an"d three times
trled to screw it In place before ho got
It fixed. "Kate O'Neill, you say? She'd
be about twenty.-no, twonty-three
years old?"
.Tm a bad Judgn, but I darcsay she'd

bo about Uiat. Why, do you know her.
slr?"
Mr. Srnlth stralghtencd himself with

an obvioua efforL "Aa I havo not been
to England for flve-and-twenty years,
ts lt llkely? You said sho waa Eng¬
lish. I thlnk?"
"Aa a polnt of fact. 1 dld not. though

prasumably sho Is English. Sho waa
not thc late Godfrey CNeill's real rcla-
tlve, Sho was adopted, bo I heard.
But ho left her the bualness for all
that. and she's maklng it hum. She's
marvelnusly able. But. of cour3e, you
h»vo seen for yourself more of her
efforts than I have, slr."

"I havo seen thom?"
Carter laughed. 'Tm afraid you

mado Iho aame mistako that everybody
elso made. from Slado nnd old Image.
She Is tbe K. O'Nelll of tho klndly-
buck-up-and-get-lt-done letters. Sho Is
tho Mr. If. that you chaffed me about
at Malla-Nulla for admlrlng so much aa
a business man."
"My God!" said Swlzr.le-Stlck Smlth.

and sat back Ilmply against tbe wall
of Uie hut. and Uien "My God!" he
said agaln.
Cartor hesltated. an dthen. "Did you."

ho.ventured. "know Mlas Kats's own

people before the lato Godfrey took her
over?"

Mr. Smlth, wlth nn obvious eflfort.
pulled hlmself together. "T did. Mr.
Carter. Her mothor.ahe.she dled.
Her rather went under. Hn had a pret¬
ty trying tlmo of It flrst, but when
tne plneh camo ho went under moat
thoronghlv. Godfrey O'Nelll. good fel¬
low that he was. took the chlld then.
and ao sho got her chanco. and, thank
heaven she'n uaed It."
Carter looked at tho old mnn narrow-

tv.- "And Ib tho father allve now?"
But by thls. timo Mr. Smlth was hls

old rool. profano sclf agaln. TIow tho
dnvll should I know? Do you thlnk
r keep track of all tho fallurea In
Afrlca? You seem vory InteroBted In
thla young woman youfself. May 1
aak If von've any asplratlona In that
dlreetlon?"

"lf you mean have I any wish to
marrv her. I enn answer that best
by telllng you that I'm engaged to
marry lAura Slade."
"Ah. I see. Well. Mr. Carter, wo

will drnn the aubject. whlch Ib a pnln-
ful one to me for manv reasons. Eet
lis get on to your personal schemea. Tn
what way can T forward them?"

CHAPTER XV.
TIN imX: THE MJNE.

Tln Hlll. when they got to lt, carrled
riches lhat lay ln full view of Uie sky.
Tho mountaln of country roo»c whlch held
the veins rearcd up out of' tho dork greenbush red-atreaked and barren. and the
laat day's march towarda lt lay through
a, heavy growth of rubber vlnes. Even
the Krooboy could not help notlclng
those.
"O Carter," he said, "rubber llb for

hero. Dem Mlssy Kate she say rubber-
palaver beat oll-palaver, on' kernels, an'
gum all-e-samo cockpd hat"
"Sho dldn't Those are vay worda o|

wlsdom you've got hold of. Stlll 1 admlt
the Bcntimcnta are MUm O'Nclll'a. But
tho main thlnR Is, Trouhlo, that rubber
taken capltal" and labor to handle. and
thla ilrnVs short of both at the moment.
Wo'll leavo rubber to Mlss O'Nolll for tho
present"
"O Cartor, dem Mlsay Kato, aho no flt

for lovo you now?"
"Sho no flt," Bald Carter, wlth n High,

"becauso you aavvy 1 llt for do wlfe-pala-
ver wlth dem Mlsa Baura."
Tho laat marclies of All ben IIosBeln'a

roiul had beon llttlo truveled durlng these
latlor monthfl of polltlcal UpheaVal, and
thls meant that tho ever-growlng bush
had encroached, and paBsugc whb dlffl-
cult. Moreovor food was pulnfully scareo.
Hwlzsle-Stick "Smlth, out of hls scauty
Btorc, had glven them what ho could. but
this waa aoon oaten, nnd onco more they
had boen forced to fall back on that inar-
vollous thlng, the kola nut. But though
nibbllrig kola puta off tho deslre for a
meal, and makea one able to endure pro-
longod struins, it duea not iiil gajis ln the
lnslde.
Both Carter and Uie Krooboy wero very

gaunt. and tnttered, and Kiivage-looklng
when at last they arrlved nt tho roek
and the rlvor; hut tho oraens Bcemcd to
change from Uiat moment.
To bi-gin wlth, Carter had a Bnap-Rhot

nt a garelie und brought It down. They
llt a lire where they were, ate, und felt
thu liliH.-cdness of belng full for the tlrst
time for u fortnlght. Then. whllat Inint-
Ing for a slte for a hut, they came acro ¦_

a clump of plaiitulns, wild certiilnly, and
coarse hut lilling onough to men who hud
lotiir oiitgrown any nlceUefl of p.ilute. And
at the father 8i<le of the planlalna wlial
uppeared to be a mure cubletil iiiouml ot
groencry disclosod Itwelf upon iuspcction
to b« u house.
"ahoata," whlrnpcrcd Whlte-Man's-

Trouble, iuid shrank back.
"I hii[i« so," said Carter. "They'd givo

ns local news, anyway. nnd mlRht bo
amusing to talk to. But 1 never mi t
gho.itr, outsldu tt Htory-book, and I'm
afrald there'U bo hone here. 1 wonde*
wno ir.e! on thls spot? Bone houae. with
liroed walls three feet alx thlck nnd a
llat coment roof. lnslde arcu.pbeW! it
smells muBty.twenty feet by twft\ve-, No,
by Chriatopher! thero'a another room ou
li.-yon.i. St..:<¦-,.,::, |>at-oh, l.wj? pardon,
Mr. Snake. My mlstakc. Good-aftcr-
noon!'"
He Shot out lnto the open agaln hy the

Uuurw.r, and Beveral anakea Who resfded
in the father room made exlt hy tha ¦¦¦.'!-

dow.
"When in doubt na to the authorshlp of

any Weat Afrfcari monument, one alw i
puts lt down to the early Portuguesc,"
Cartei mused. "and we'll ieave lt at that

.' cont any tlmo these last 'two hun-
.ir.-i years. Well if wo strlp '.rr these
vin.-s nnd ere.-j.cri fr...ii th. outaldo) und
li^ht :.: ::...!. we. i'll tho alr a blt,
we ahall have the most palaUal quarters.
Tho quesUon now is whether thero ls a,
mine and whether It ls worth worklng."
But that last polnt very qun kly an-

swercd itself. Three great velaa of Ua-
stone sllced vertlcally iiito the mother
rock. Two of thom were. forty feet wlde,
the thlrrl wna aixty. The foce ran "Up at
a ateep angle, and a gro.-n bcer-colori l
rlver swlllccl away at its foot, and un-
dermined. It. and wlUi the help of the
sun kept chatlorlng scrces always cas-
caillng down the alope.
"Thla isn't a mlne," Carter shouted cx-

Ultantly, "it's a quarry! BrinK a ateamer
up alongsidc horo, and every man Uiat
works could Bhovel two hundred sovcr-
elgns' worth of ore lnto her from these
dumps each hour without so much us
putUng a plck in. Why, thc outcrops are
scarcoly leached at all. When we've
worked twenty yarda or so Into the vetns
I'll rig a temperley transporter and guy
It to theso rocks idiovc, and run the stuff
atraighi from where lt grew Into a Btea-
mer'a holda. Great Chriatopher! Kate
had better look out: l'ra not gotn>r to let
her be the only miillonalre on earth-"
"Dem atonea wlth yellow glass on hirn

worth money?" asked Whlte-Man'a
TToublc.
'"Heans."
"In IJverpool?"
"Well Hay Swansea or Curdiff; practl-cally the same thlng."
"No worth money here?"
"I'd sell you a ton for a fill of tobac¬co."
"How you get lt to coast? You no fltto pay carrlers."
"By water. my pagan friend We makeateam.-ih llb for here."
"Steamah no fit," said the Krooboy,and spat eontemptuousty into tho yellow

Btream. "Dem cappies no aavvy wayhere. Dem ribber no savvy way toCoast.
"That's a bit beyond my linguIsUc pow-ers. You muat translate some more."Dern ribber," the Krooboy erplalnedPtttlently. "no flt for run to dem sea."Then whero the deuce does lt run to?Does a Ju-Ju drink Itr'

.,'iut.?,° _?¦ ?ormtouch dem ribber,"sald Whlte-Man's-Trouble, taking thequesUon literally. "But dem ribber runInto dem squldge-squidge. an' llb for dle!"
"Runa Into a swarap and ceta lost! Mygreat Chriatopher, the odds are you'rorlght. But why in the name of thunderdldn't you tell me that before?"
"I rio aavvy." sald tho Krooboy ahnply,

"whero you come. O Carter, I come after
you from Mokki beeause I thlnk you noflt for carry dem bag."Carter swung around and picked upWhlte-Man's-Troublc's hand and abook ltheartlly. I'You'vo got a very whlte in-aido to you," he said.But the African was not flattcred. Hepulled away his limp hand as aoon as It
waa set free, and rubbed hia abdomennorvously. "O Carter, i no flt for whlte
lnslde. I no Ju-Ju boy. I dam commonKrooboy."
Thence onwards there was Impressedon Cartor's mlnd Uieae three great facts.One: Ho had found n, mlne of Immenso

potenUal value. Two: He could neverturn hls mlnerals Into cash unless hacould flnd a water channel down thoCoast And three: If he couldn't dls-
cover that channel himself no one clsewould. at any rate for his beneflt.
He thought these matters ovor durlngone torrld nlght, and resolved to devote

tho next day to oxploratlon. He had
had prcdecessorB on the place houso
buildlng predecessors who had left a se-
rles of rust-atreaka whlch he translated
lnto mlnlng tools. Presumably they wero
Europeans. How dld they propose to
deal with thls ore? Bmelt It on the spot,
or bag It and get It to tho Coast?
If tney wero West African Portuguese

nf the olden Ume, he was f nll j- aware
that they would be ualng alavo labar for
Sverythlng, and he trled to figure out If
It .raa poaslble, even with alave porters.tc swry concantratea down to the Coast
anC *eave a sufficlont margin for proflt,Sven with the most liberal eaUmates he
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